Honors Criteria for Grammar and Composition
Fall 2009
Grammar and Composition is a mixed-leveled introductory English course.  Every class has a similar student profile consisting of a cluster of honors students.   Much of the work for both honors and standard students is the same, but some different and additional assignments will be required for the honors students. 

Students who sign up for the honors section of Grammar and Composition will add one (1) point to quality points earned.  Attached is an explanation of grading scales at WCHS.
Following is a description of the honors criteria:
Composition
1.  Students must choose one of the following each 6 weeks:

· Submit a news or feature article to the West Carteret journalism class

· Submit a letter to the editor of The Carteret County News-Times
· Submit a piece of creative writing to the WCHS Writers’ Guild
2. All writing will be graded following a separate honors rubric.  
Rubrics will explain requirements in more detail.  
Novels 
Honors students will take different tests.   These analytical tests will be mostly short answer and essay.  Some projects may also have separate rubrics for honors students.

Non-fiction

Each student will choose a current full-length piece of non-fiction.  Attached is a list of books, but students may also choose another title not on the list.  All titles must be approved.  Requirements for this project will follow.    Due date-- Jan. 5, 2010.
Vocabulary

1. Every student takes weekly vocabulary quizzes from the same list of words.  All students also have cumulative vocabulary tests after every 3rd lesson.  The honors tests are different from the standard tests and are modeled on the Vocabulary Workshop program used by honors students in grades 9-12.
2. Honors students will also compile a list of three additional words every week.  These words can come from personal reading, television shows, conversations, etc.  Students will post these words on a class blog by doing the following:  using context clues in an original sentence and providing three possible choices for the definition.  Another student must respond by choosing the correct answer and explaining his choice.  
Class Leadership  
All honors students should assume positions of leadership in their classes and serve as role models for all students.  Teachers will guide students toward the following:

· Participating actively in whole-class, group, and individual assignments
· Explaining and clarifying answers for the benefit of all

· Refraining from private conversations 

· Inviting other students to participate in various tasks

· Being respectful to teachers and peers

· Setting positive academic and behavior examples in the classroom
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